THE HINDU  HISTORY,
states that the Carthaginians obtained plenty of preci-
ous rubies ie course of Hindu trade with Carthage.
Hindu voyage and battle appear from the Egyptian
writings also. Nonus, an Egyptian poet aays in his
poem that Hindus are much accustomed to navigation :
they are braver in sea-fights. Prof, Wilson also says
that in the first few centuries of the Christian cra9
there was intercourse of India, with Egypt by Hindu
and Arab merchants* It is well-knoww that Hindus
had settled in the Z&katara Dlw i. e, Socotra, (Ski.
Sokatjta Dwipa~~ Island of Safety) to the east of Africa
Agaisij when Alexandria became the chief port of Orien-
tal commerce, It was frequented by Indian merchants
some of whom actually settled there,
Buddhist missionaries preached their new Gospel in
Syria, Palestine Egypt and other countries. Buddhists
woder different names lived In those countries, (Pliny's
Nat History. V. P. 15.) Buddhism later on influenced
the Gnostic heresies that rent the Early Church and
begot those classes described by Kingsley as **a strange
brood of theoretic monsters begotten by effete Greek
philosophy on Egyptian symbolism^ Chaldec astrology,
Parsee dualism and Brahminic spiritualism,*
Hypatiap Preface P. XIII.
The Edicts of Asoka also tell us that he had sent
missionaries and ambassadors to the dominions of the
Seleucides and the Ptolemies in the 3rd* Century B, C.
These emigrations certainly helped the diffusion of
Indian ideas over the western world.